


Introduction to Search and Rescue (ISAR)
And SARTECH III written exam
National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR)

Host:  							Dates: September 17 & 18, 2011

Deadline to Register: 5:00pm, September 2, 2011


ISAR Student Information Sheet (7/11)     	     	                 Date Written: ___August 11, 2011  ___

1) The Introduction to Search and Rescue (ISAR) class is offered through the National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR). This course is designed to provide minimum knowledge concerning the general responsibilities, the skills and abilities, the equipment needed by persons who would be participating in a search or rescue mission. The course content covers topics in three major areas: searcher survival, search and also rescue. The course content is based upon the rural and wilderness environment. However, the material is recommended as a basis for all SAR environments and a multitude of outdoor activities. The ISAR course is a common starting point in training for the person new to search and rescue (SAR), or an excellent refresher course for more experienced SAR personnel. This course is also an excellent way for Search Managers to learn more about the various aspects of field search, which will give them an understanding of the overall search effort. 

2)  Note that the new ISAR book, materials and the updated SARTECH III test were issued on 9/1/08 thru the NASAR Education Department. Please make sure that you purchase only the 2008 book for this course as the old ISAR book will no longer prepare you for the updated ISAR/SARTECH III written test. (Gold cover with color design on the front).

3) COURSE REQUIREMENTS. To be eligible to earn the internationally recognized Certificate of Training/SARTECH III certificate, you will be required to: 
a. Pay all course fees in advance; NOTE: There can be no refunds.
b. Completely fill out all required paperwork, NASAR forms (which may include a Liability Release Form), a course evaluation form and any other paperwork needed for the class; 
c. Attend and actively participate in all classroom sessions as a TEAM PLAYER; and, 
d. Pass a 50 question multiple-choice test with a score of 70% or higher. You will be told your test score in private after everyone has completed the test. This is NOT an open book test. 
e. For this specific ISAR course, minimum participant age is 18 years old. Both parents, or Legal Guardian(s), must sign a NASAR Liability Release Form for any participant under 18 years. A Liability Release Form must be on file with the Instructor a minimum of two weeks before the class begins. The Host agency may have a higher age restriction. An adult must register and attend the same ISAR Class with the youth. Other NASAR ISAR courses may or may not have similar age restrictions. If any group or organization would like to host an ISAR Class for younger participants, please contact me and I will be happy to help arrange this. 
f. There are no other prerequisites for the ISAR course at this time, but are subject to change. 
All decisions made by the Lead Instructor are final. Once the course requirements have been successfully completed, you will receive by mail a NASAR certificate showing that you have passed ISAR and earned the SARTECH III certificate within 8-10 weeks from the last day of class. Please note that the Lead Instructor has no control over when the NASAR office processes and mails the certificates!!

4) Class attendance is critical. Please do not ask to arrive late or to leave early as you will miss vital information that will not be repeated. Any decisions made by the Lead Instructor on class attendance or class participation are final. There can be no refunds once payment has been made. 


5) The fee schedule for NASAR members to attend NASAR classes changed again. NASAR voting members who attend a NASAR course will pay the same fee as everyone else to attend the course. However, once the paperwork for the class is submitted to the NASAR office, the NASAR individual voting member will receive a $10.00 credit on account with NASAR. This credit can be used towards a bookstore purchase or towards membership renewal. There is a $5.00 credit for NASAR Roster Members or Organizational Members to attend NASAR classes. It is your responsibility to contact the NASAR office to ensure that you are provided with this NASAR in-house credit. If you have further Membership questions, please contact Ellen at NASAR: ellenw@nasar.org Your NASAR membership number must be provided on the NASAR Student Registration Form that is used on the first day of the class. No late submissions.

6) To accomplish the goals of this course, we will need to operate on a tight schedule, especially for a large class. Please arrive in the classroom at least 10 minutes before the class is scheduled to begin and be prepared to start on time. Depending on the rules of the Host organization &/or the location of the classroom, it is recommended that you bring your lunch with you to class when appropriate. High-energy snacks are also suggested, along with water or sodas. Please note that there will be absolutely no tobacco products used during the course or in the classroom. Many locations are now completely “Smoke Free/Tobacco Free” and you will be expected to follow the rules established by the Host. Also note that any weapon concealed or not, is not permitted in the classroom at any time. The possession or consumption of alcohol or illegal drugs during the course is not permitted. All course participants will be expected to follow host location rules & regulations while attending this course. Please do not bring children or pets to this course. 

7)	This specific ISAR Class is a 16-20 hour class that will be offered on one very full weekend, starting at 7:28am on both days and usually ending before 6:00pm both days.
		For this course, each participant will be required to bring/have:
a. Pencil, eraser, straight edge 12" to 18" long  (ruler or piece of cardboard is OK)
	b.  Orienteering style compass, no lensatic or military style compasses. The Lead Instructor will provide everyone in the ISAR Class with the use of an orienteering compass to use during the class. Information will be provided on which compass would be good to purchase for SAR. If you already own your own orienteering compass, feel free to bring it and use it for the class.  As part of the ISAR Class, you will learn to use the “UTM” coordinate system that is used as part of SAR navigation. A free “home-made” UTM grid reader will be provided for each participant in the class. 
	If you would like to purchase a better quality grid reader for your SAR pack, I recommend the TraceSAR Grid Reader II. This TraceSAR Grid Reader II is available from Forestry Suppliers, Inc, item #45678, at www.forestry-suppliers.com (800) 647-5358. Cost is $9.95, plus shipping. The NASAR bookstore also sells this item http://www.nasar.org/products/18/UTM-Grid-Reader-II-by-Forestry-Suppliers-Inc for $9.95, but NASAR members have a discount on the order. Please note that there are MANY of the UTM grid readers on the market, so just pick one and learn how to use it!
	      c.  NASAR ISAR textbook. It is your responsibility to purchase your own NASAR ISAR textbook separately from the cost of registration. This ISAR textbook is the same book that will help you prepare for the written SARTECH III national certification exam which is given at the end of the ISAR Class. There is no longer a separate ISAR test, just the one ISAR/SARTECH III test. Since the ISAR class is usually offered on one very full weekend, it would be very much to your advantage to obtain the ISAR book prior to the class so that you will have time to read the material. Each person must have their own ISAR textbook with them during the course. No book, no class, no refunds. Order the NASAR ISAR textbook from the NASAR bookstore at www.nasar.org . Make absolutely sure that you order the book in plenty of time for it to arrive prior to the first day of class. The NASAR Bookstore is not open every day, so be sure to confirm the delivery date of your textbook!! A limited book supply might be available for last minute registrations only, contact the instructor before registering.
d.  **bring a highlighter** to mark in your book during the lectures  (you’ll be glad you did!)
            e.  Any outdoor or SAR related handouts that you would like to share with the class



8)  As a courtesy to everyone in the class, please see that all beepers, pages, cell phones, etc, are either switched to a 'silent mode' or turned off during the course. These items are very distracting to others in the classroom. If you have an emergency call, please leave the classroom prior to answering the phone. DO NOT ANSWER OR USE YOUR CELL PHONE DURING CLASS!! THIS INCLUDES TEXTING!

9) We will try to stay on schedule, however, please remain flexible. We may need to stay later or arrive earlier than the original schedule indicates to accomplish the goals of the course. We readily recognize that it is important for everyone in the class to share their ideas and experiences so we all can learn from each other. However, please do not be offended if you are asked to share your story at the end of the day due to time restrictions. Thanks!

10) This ISAR course is mostly a ‘classroom only' course with the possibility of a brief compass course exercise, if we have space to set it up. However, participants are reminded that good physical conditioning is a critical requirement for active field participation in any search &/or rescue mission. Search Managers are also expected to be in adequate physical condition to handle the demands and stress of managing the overall SAR operation. 

11) As a participant in this course, you will have at least one very important responsibility: if you do not understand something, then it is your responsibility to ask questions. We may have a tight schedule; however, we will always take the time to ensure that your questions about this class are answered to best of our ability. 

12) In the past, several people have asked about the inclusion of SAR Dogs in this course. A search dog can be one of many excellent resources that could/should be used during a search or rescue mission. All SAR personnel should become familiar will all resources that might be used during a mission as part of their team's preplanning and training. At this time, the ISAR/SARETCH III covers the basic information that is needed for humans to participate in a SAR operation. Information on the use of SAR Dogs is provided in higher level NASAR training, or from other SAR training resources. If you have printed information that you would like to share with the class on this topic, you are encouraged to bring handouts to the class. However, please do not bring any SAR Dogs to the class. Depending on the location, (an office building, campus or fire department), there may already be a requirement which excludes all animals. Please do not bring children to the class. 
      	
13) Electronic navigation devices, such as a GPS (Global Positioning System), will not be used during this course. However, if there is interest in this topic, we could have a short discussion on the GPS after class. Please also note that Palm PC navigation systems or smart phone navigation systems will not be used during this course. However, if you have a favorite navigation app, please share this information with the class during one of the breaks.

14) TO CONTACT NASAR:  www.NASAR.org  NOTICE: As of Feb 2005, NASAR no longer has a physical address, just a “virtual office”. The NASAR web page provides information on the annual rescue conference, list of NASAR classes & Instructors, Guestbook, email, Bookstore, how to contact Board Members, etc. The NASAR bookstore is not open on weekends or holidays, so preplan your order accordingly. PLEASE TAKE THE HINT, order your ISAR book early!

15) Information in this handout is subject to adjustment and change as needed. This handout is provided as a courtesy to my students to provide you with as much information as possible before the course begins. Other NASAR Instructors may, or may not, provide this type of informational handout. If you have any questions on this course, on other NASAR courses, please contact the Lead Instructor: Ms Susan J Thrasher. Yes, people really do ask all of these questions about this course! 


16) If an organization or team would like to Host a NASAR course, it can be arranged if you are willing to do most of the set-up work, make copies, assist with the course, etc. Small course discounts could be available for team members. If you host a class, we could also set a weekend date that could be more convenient for your entire group. Please contact the Lead Instructor, or NASAR, for details


17) The Lead Instructor for this specific ISAR course is:
Ms Susan J Thrasher. NASAR Life Member. Instructor for the following NASAR classes: ISAR {since course inception in 1998}, Fundamentals of Search and Rescue (FunSAR) {since 1993}, and Advanced Search and Rescue (ADSAR) {since inception in 1996}. NASAR Coordinator for the SARTECH III/II national tests {since 1996}. Selected as the 1997-98 NASAR Instructor of the Year. Participant in the initial SARTECH 1 pilot program (1996) & First SARTECH 1 Coordinator in Arkansas. January 2002 to December 2004 on the NASAR Board of Directors; appointed as Chair of NASAR Educational Programs July 2002 until January 2004. Contributing author for the ISAR textbook & FunSAR textbook. NASAR Instructor-Trainer for the NASAR Water Rescue program, teaching river rescue classes in AR, TX, CO, NC, Puerto Rico, Costa Rica and water rescue seminars in Panama. Instructor-Trainer for river rescue TREPI Courses for the Fire Service of Panama & Fire Service of Costa Rica {since 2004}. Instructor, Personal Watercraft Rescue Specialists; Previous 11 year Instructor for the Indiana River Rescue School; member, Arkansas Canoe Club. Selected as a member of the 1996 Olympic Swiftwater Rescue Team for whitewater canoe & kayak competitions, Ocoee River, TN. NSS-CDS Cave Diver: have tanks, will travel!
Instructor, National Cave Rescue Commission (NCRC), teaching cave rescue classes for 16+ years across the USA, Puerto Rico (12 times), Cuba (2), Costa Rica (6), Argentina, Venezuela, etc. Navigation & Outdoor Skills Instructor {since 2002} for the national program "Becoming An Outdoorswoman" in AR, MO, OK, WY;. Instructor-Trainer, Therapeutic Ropes Course Program. District Award of Merit, Westark Area Council, Boy Scouts of America. Philmont Staff Association. CERT Program, 2004.
Member/Instructor: Madison County Search and Rescue Team (MCSAR), based out of Huntsville, AR, www.mcsar.com. Real Job: Office Manager for Thrasher & Company, Inc, our family owned Investment/Brokerage firm in Northwest Arkansas. TO CONTACT: 1204 S.E. 28th Street, Suite 4, Bentonville, AR, 72712. Office: (479) 273-5333, during regular office hours. Email: resqdew@ThrasherFinancial.com  .

18) Please note that once you have successfully completed/passed a NASAR ISAR class, you are welcome to attend the same level course again with me in the future at no cost, as long as you contact me in advance. Since there would not be a fee for you to attend again, there would not be a certificate. You are encouraged to “re-sit” the class again in the future since this will provide you with a review of the course knowledge. Other NASAR Instructors may or may not offer this opportunity. However, it has always been my policy to encourage previous course graduates to participate or assist with any of my classes, as long as you contact me before the course begins.  AND, I will also encourage you to become an Instructor!!

19) Class size will depend on the local resources available (classroom size) and also determined by how many participants we must have to “break even” for the costs of the course. The ultimate decision for the course is determined at the sole discretion of the Lead Instructor. This course will usually need a minimum of at least 10 (ten) to hold the class, with a maximum of about twenty-five (25). If the minimum requirement of paid participants is not met at least 14 (fourteen) calendar days prior to the first day of the class, the entire course could be canceled. It’s rare to extend the deadline, but it could happen. If the Instructor cancels the class, refunds will be provided minus the cost of return postage & fees. Refunds will be sent back to each person via Certified, Return Receipt Postal Service Mail, in the form of a Money Order. The cost will usually run about $5 to process refunds, (cost of money order, cost of certified mail, postage, return receipt costs, etc). ****If you plan to fly to the class location, make sure that the class has met the minimum number of participants before buying your plane ticket!! If you are driving a long distance, it would be best to confirm that the class has passed the minimum before beginning your drive. Please note that there is no way for anyone to guarantee that there will be enough participants to hold the class until I have the actual registration fees in the bank two weeks prior to the first day of class. Please note that all Instructors for this specific course are volunteering their time to teach, but need to have expenses covered to be here to teach. 


20) If you have a reading challenge/disability, please notify me at least two weeks in advance of the first day of class and arrangements will be attempted to have someone read the test to you. However, please note that if I am the only Instructor at the course, this may not be an option due to time & travel limitations. 


21) Other NASAR Instructors, NASAR ISAR Apprentice Instructors, or qualified Guest Speakers may also assist with this course. Therefore, if you are taking this course specifically to have me as an instructor for the entire class, please contact me prior to registering so I can provide you with information on other instructors who may also be teaching during the course. 


22) Please note that this NASAR class can not be video recorded or audio recorded. Photos are encouraged, especially if you are trying to promote publicity for your team or organization. The best time to take photos, or to have the media visit the class, would be during the map & compass session or during the optional outside compass course. These sections of the class are “up and active, which is usually better for SAR photos. 


23) Please note that I have attempted to update the ICS material within this specific ISAR Class to include all information for the NIMS IS-100.a online test, (the National Incident Management System, the Introduction to the Incident Command System, ICS 100a). The correct website address as of 8/10/11 was: http://training.fema.gov/occ/courseDetailsView.do?courseNumber=IS-100.A&actionName=COURSE_DETAILS_BY_COURSE_ID . This is a FREE online test to earn a certificate from FEMA, Federal Emergency Management Agency. If you print a copy of the NIMS IS-100 test & bring it with you to the ISAR Class, we can review your answers to ensure that you are ready to take the online NIMS ICS 100 test on your own time at a later date. No, I won’t just give you the answers……. 


25) As of 9/1/08, there is only one test issued for ISAR & SARTECH III. At the end of the ISAR Class, everyone will take the one test. The passing score is 70%. If you pass the course, you will receive a combined ISAR/SARTECH III certificate, a NASAR patch and a SARTECH III rocker (patch). NOTE that the SARTECH III, II and I criteria are available free from the NASAR website, www.nasar.org . You are not required to attend an ISAR Class prior to challenging the SARTECH III written test. You can always buy the book, print & study the criteria, then go challenge the written test. Check the NASAR website for a list of testing locations. 


26) Only those individuals who have fully paid in advance for the course, or are previous graduates of a specific NASAR ISAR Class, are permitted in the classroom for extended periods of time. There is no such thing as auditing a NASAR class or “just sitting in” to watch the class. Please contact the Lead Instructor if you plan to have special visitors to the class.

27) Please note that photographs will probably be taken during the course. If you prefer not have your photograph taken, then it will be your responsibility to avoid the photographers. It will also be your responsibility to notify the Lead Instructor in writing on the first day of the course that you prefer not to have your photograph used in any SAR literature, any SAR presentations, or posted on any SAR website. If you don’t mind having your photo taken, just continue with your tasks when the camera is around. If you would like to have a copy of any photos taken at this course, please bring a blank USB thumb-drive and we will attempt to share/copy/download photos on the final day of the class. 


28) Registration forms are available via email attachment from the Instructor, or the Host: Verdigris Valley Search and Rescue. When possible, documents will be posted on www.mcsar.com , then click on Training.


29) Cost of the course: 
Take note that lodging/camping, transportation, the required textbook and meals are not included in the registration fee. 
		Registrations: NASAR Member, $80.00 per person
		Non-NASAR Member: $95.00 per person
Checks, money orders or cashier’s checks should be made payable Verdigris Valley SAR Team. Please do not send cash through the mail! Payment and registration forms should be mailed to: Verdigris Valley Search & Rescue   15900 S. 4220 Road, Claremore, OK 74017. Once we receive your payment and registration, and IF WE CAN READ YOUR PRINTING, you will be sent an email to confirm your registration in the class. Registrations are accepted by “first paid” and the postmarked date on the envelope. Please note that the internet is not perfect & some emails “bounce” for unknown reasons. If you have not received a confirmation email for this course in a reasonable amount of time, please feel free to email VVSAR Team President, Jaynelle Haynie at 918-344-3607 to ask about your registration. Since the snail mail service seems to travel thru the Twilight Zone by way of China at times, please keep a copy of your registration form as back-up. If we do not receive your registration and payment, then we have no way of knowing that you want to attend the course. There is no such thing as a deposit for the course as full payment is due at time of registration.
	All payments must be made in advance. No refunds. There is a $30.00 fee for bounced checks, then payment and fee must then be made via money order or cashier’s check. NASAR certificates are not sent until all payments have been made by the entire class. If the class has met the minimum required of 10 prior to the deadline, then additional students can be accepted after the deadline. All fees paid after the deadline must be in the form of a Money Order or Cashier’s Check. Personal or business checks for class registration will NOT be accepted after the deadline. Contact the Lead Instructor or the Host prior to registering after the deadline. 
	Participants are responsible for buying their own NASAR ISAR textbook, for arranging their own transportation, lodging and meals, (repeated AGAIN for emphasis). If you are taking a commercial flight to attend this class, make absolutely sure that the class is confirmed BEFORE you purchase your airline ticket. We have no control over how many participants register or do not register for a class so we can never guarantee that any class will have the minimum required. We also have no control over the airlines, which means that we can not provide ticket refunds or help you get a refund if the class is cancelled. REPEATED FOR EMPHASIS.  (Yes, someone really did buy a ticket before the class was confirmed, even with two written notices not to do so).


29) If you have any questions on the local information provided below, please contact 
Janell Haynie Cell:  918-344-3607  or   Fred Haynie Cell:    918-344-3608, or at their email: esptwh2@gmail.com   . If you are lost on the day of the class, or become ill and cannot attend, please use this contact information to let us know. 
	

30) Directions to classroom location -  
 Directions to the ISAR classroom:
        Class: Verdigris Valley Fire Dept - 25707 South HW 66, Claremore, OK. 74019
         The building is located on Highway 66 between Catoosa and Claremore.
          ***Parking – Anywhere, except in front of any doors
         This site is easy to locate with any map application via the internet. 




31) Nearby Lodging & Camping in/nearby: 
	Lodging:
	Microtel Inn & Suites (Approx. 3 miles from Classroom) 10600 El Mallard Lake Rd. & HW 66, Claremore, OK
              918-343-2868

              Comfort Inn (Approx. 4 miles from Classroom) 1720 S. Lynn Riggs (HW 66), Claremore, OK
              918-343-3297

              Super 8 Motel (Approx. 7 miles from Classroom) 1100 E. Will Rogers Blvd. (HW 20), Claremore, OK
              918-341-2323


	Camping:
KOA at Will Rogers Downs Raceway (Approx. 11 miles from Classroom) RV and Tent Camping with bathroom and shower facilities 20900 S. 4200 Road and HW 20 East Claremore, OK
       918-283-8876
                          
                          
32) Sample of some nearby services  -

It is recommended that you bring your lunch, but there is a convenience store (Quick Trip) less than a mile to the North that sells sandwiches, etc.  There is a Walmart (24 hour), fast food, and restaurants about 5 miles away. Specific directions can be provided at the class. Note that there are usually long lines during the lunch hour at these locations.
There is a small dorm-sized refrigerator & small microwave at the fire department that we can use during the class. If you use it, then you clean it. Only coffee & hot coco will be provided in the mornings. If you need anything else, bring it. 


	REMINDER: make sure to print a copy of this SIS, and the class schedule, to bring with you to class. Remember that this document has the emergency phone information (which may  not be the same as the week day office number) to contact the Host if you are still driving around trying to find the classroom on Saturday morning. 
	The class will begin promptly at 7:29am on both days. The larger the class, the more time it takes to get started or to return from breaks. We will probably finish by 6pm on both days, but this is never a guarantee. 


********INFORMATION IN THIS HANDOUT IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Please note that other NASAR ISAR instructors may or may not provide “Student Information Sheet” handouts for their classes. A copy of this specific SIS is kept on file with all course records. 



Page 7 of 7
